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Comprehension

Objective
The student will identify text structures.

Materials
	▶ Expository text

Choose text within students’ instructional-independent reading level range.
Choose a book or a passage that demonstrates one of the expository text structures
(e.g., cause and effect, problem and solution, question and answer, compare and contrast,
description, and sequence). Note: Lists of expository books corresponding to various text
structures can be found on the Internet.

	▶ Student sheets
Choose the text structure graphic organizer that corresponds to the selected text.

	▶ Expository text structure reference card
	▶ Pencil

Activity
Students record information related to text structure using a graphic organizer.
1.	 Provide the student with a copy of the text, reference card, and a student sheet.
2.	 Student reads or reviews the text.
3.	 Notes the organization of the text and any words that are used to signal or cue the reader to the 

type of text structure. Use reference card, if necessary.
4.	 Completes graphic organizer.
5.	 Teacher evaluation

C. 023 Expository Text Structure
Text Structure Reflection

Extensions and Adaptations
	▶ Discuss text with partner and complete a graphic organizer together.
	▶ Choose two texts on same topic, but with different text structures and compare.
	▶ Determine the text structure by answering questions.
	▶ Use other graphic organizers.

C.023.SS1a

Text Structure Reflection

cause
effect

Cause and E�ect

Title:

cause
effect

cause
effect

cause
effect

cause
effect

Name

2007 The Florida Center for Reading Rese arch

4-5 Student Center Activit ies: Comprehension

T
e
x
t S

tru
c
tu

re
 R

e
fle

c
tio

n
C
.0
2
3

same

Title:Compare and Contrast

N
am

e

 
r

et
n

e
C 

t
n

e
d

ut
S 

5-
4

r
p

m
o

C 
:

s
ei

ti
vi

t
c

A
n

oi
s

n
e

h
e

f 
r

et
n

e
C 

a
di

r
ol

F 
e

h
T 

7
0

0
2

r
a

e
s

e
R 

g
ni

d
a

e
R 

r
o

c
h

topicdescription

descriptiondescription

descriptiondescription

Text Structure Reflection C.023.SS1c

Description

Title:

Name

2007 The Florida Center for Reading Research 4-5 Student Center Activities: Comprehension

Problem and Solution

C.023
Text Structure Reflection

Title:

Name

description4-5 Student Center Activities: Comprehensio n

2006 The Florida Center f or Reading Research

Attempted 
Solutions Results

End Result

Problem

ext Structure Reflection

C SS1e
.023.

Title:

answer

answer

answ

question

answer

answer

answer

question

answer

answer

answer

question

Question and Answer

T

Name

 Research

2007 The Florida Center for Reading

5 Student
4-

 Center Activities: Comprehension

er
2

4
6

C
.0
2
3

T
e
x
t S

tru
c
tu

re
 R

e
fle

c
tio

n

Title:
Sequence

N
am

e

4
-5

 S
tu

d
e
n
t C

e
n
te

r
 

r
p

m
o

C 
:

s
ei

ti
vi

t
c

A
e
h
e
n
s
io

n

1

2
0
0
7
 T

h
e
 F

lo
r
id

a
 C

e
n
te

r
 f

o
r
 R

e
a
d

in
g
 R

e
s
e
a
r
c
h

3
5



C. 023Text Structure Reflection

4-5 Student Center Activities: Comprehension©2005 The Florida Center for Reading Research and Florida Department of Education (Revised, 2022)

Name

cause effect

Cause and E�ect

Title:

cause effect

cause effect

cause effect

cause effect



C. 023 Text Structure Reflection

4-5 Student Center Activities: Comprehension ©2005 The Florida Center for Reading Research and Florida Department of Education (Revised, 2022)

Name

sa
m

e

Ti
tle

:
C

o
m

p
a

re
 a

n
d

 C
o

n
tr

a
st



C. 023Text Structure Reflection

4-5 Student Center Activities: Comprehension©2005 The Florida Center for Reading Research and Florida Department of Education (Revised, 2022)

Name

Description

Title:

topicdescription description

descriptiondescription

descriptiondescription



C. 023 Text Structure Reflection

4-5 Student Center Activities: Comprehension ©2005 The Florida Center for Reading Research and Florida Department of Education (Revised, 2022)

Name

Attempted 
Solutions Results

End Result

Title:

Problem and Solution

Problem



C. 023Text Structure Reflection

4-5 Student Center Activities: Comprehension©2005 The Florida Center for Reading Research and Florida Department of Education (Revised, 2022)

Name

Title:

answer

answer

answer

question

answer

answer

answer

question

answer

answer

answer

question

Question and Answer



C. 023 Text Structure Reflection

4-5 Student Center Activities: Comprehension ©2005 The Florida Center for Reading Research and Florida Department of Education (Revised, 2022)

Name

2
4

6

Ti
tle

:
Se

q
u

e
n

c
e

1
3

5



Comprehension

4-5 Student Center Activities: Comprehension©2005 The Florida Center for Reading Research and Florida Department of Education (Revised, 2022)

C. 023Text Structure Reflection

T
e
x
t 

S
tr

u
c
tu

re
 R

e
fl
e
c
ti

o
n

C
.0
2
3
.S
S
1
e

Ti
tle

:

a
n
sw

e
r

a
n
sw

e
r

a
n
sw

e
r

q
u
e
st

io
n

a
n
sw

e
r

a
n
sw

e
r

a
n
sw

e
r

q
u
e
st

io
n

a
n
sw

e
r

a
n
sw

e
r

a
n
sw

e
r

q
u
e
st

io
n

Q
u

e
st

io
n

 a
n

d
 A

n
sw

e
r

N
am

e

2
0
0
7
 T

h
e
 F

lo
r
id

a
 C

e
n
te

r
 f
o

r
 R

e
a
d

in
g
 R

e
s
e
a
rc

h
4

-5
 S

tu
d

e
n
t 

C
e
n
te

r
 A

c
ti

v
it

ie
s
: 
C

o
m

p
r
e
h
e
n
s
io

n

Pr
o

b
le

m
 a

n
d

 S
o

lu
tio

n

C
.0
2
3
.S
S
1
d

T
e
x
t 

S
tr

u
c
tu

re
 R

e
fl
e
c
ti

o
n

Ti
tle

:

N
am

e

4
-5

 S
tu

d
e
n
t 

C
e
n
te

r
 A

c
ti

v
it

ie
s
: 
C

o
m

p
r
e
h
e
n
s
io

n
2

0
0

6
 T

h
e
 F

lo
r
id

a
 C

e
n
te

r
 f
o

r
 R

e
a
d

in
g
 R

e
s
e
a
r
c
h

So
lu

tio
n

s
A

tt
e

m
p

te
d

 
Re

su
lts

En
d

 R
e

su
lt

Pr
o

b
le

m

Se
q

u
e

n
c

e
Ev

e
n

ts
 a

re
 d

e
sc

rib
e

d
 in

 
n

u
m

e
ric

a
l o

r c
h

ro
n

o
lo

g
ic

a
l 

o
rd

e
r

•
a

ft
e

rw
a

rd
•

d
u

rin
g

•
fo

llo
w

in
g

•
la

te
r

•
n

o
t 

lo
n

g
 a

ft
e

r
•

p
re

c
e

d
in

g
•

th
e

n
•

u
n

til

•
a

t 
la

st

•
im

m
e

d
ia

te
ly

•
m

e
a

n
w

h
ile

•
n

o
w

•
se

c
o

n
d

•
th

ird
•

w
h

e
n

•
a

ft
e

r
•

b
e

fo
re

•
in

iti
a

lly
•

n
e

xt
•

o
n

 (
d

a
te

)
•

so
o

n
•

to
d

a
y

•
w

h
ile

•
h

o
w

•
o

n
e

 m
a

y 
c

o
n

c
lu

d
e

 
•

 t
h

e
 b

e
st

 e
st

im
a

te
  

•
 w

h
a

t
•

h
o

w
 m

a
n

y

•
w

h
e

re

•
it 

c
o

u
ld

 b
e

 t
h

a
t

•
w

h
o

•
w

h
e

n
•

w
h

y

Q
u

e
st

io
n

 is
 p

o
se

d
 a

n
d

 t
h

e
n

 
fo

llo
w

e
d

 b
y 

a
n

sw
e

rs
Q

u
e

st
io

n
 

a
n

d
 A

n
sw

e
r

Pr
o

b
le

m
 

a
n

d
 S

o
lu

tio
n

•
a

 p
ro

b
le

m
•

b
e

c
a

u
se

•
in

 o
rd

e
r t

o
•

o
n

e
 re

a
so

n
 fo

r
•

st
e

p
s 

in
vo

lv
e

d

•
a

 s
o

lu
tio

n
•

fo
r t

h
is 

re
a

so
n

•
le

a
d

s/
le

d
 t

o
•

sin
c

e
•

th
is 

le
d

 t
o

•
a

c
c

o
rd

in
g

ly
•

if 
…

 t
h

e
n

•
m

a
y 

b
e

 d
u

e
 t

o
•

so
 t

h
a

t
•

th
u

s

D
e

sc
rip

tio
n

Pr
o

b
le

m
 is

 p
re

se
n

te
d

 
fo

llo
w

e
d

 b
y 

o
n

e
 o

r m
o

re
 

so
lu

tio
n

s

Pr
o

vi
d

e
s 

in
fo

rm
a

tio
n

 a
b

o
u

t 
a

 t
o

p
ic

•
a

p
p

e
a

rs
 t

o
 b

e
•

fo
r e

xa
m

p
le

•
in

 b
a

c
k 

o
f

•
lo

o
ks

 li
ke

•
a

s 
in

•
fo

r i
n

st
a

n
c

e
•

in
c

lu
d

in
g

•
su

c
h

 a
s

•
a

 n
u

m
b

e
r o

f
•

c
h

a
ra

c
te

ris
tic

s
•

in
 a

d
d

iti
o

n
•

is 
lik

e
•

to
 il

lu
st

ra
te

•
a

s 
w

e
ll 

a
s

•
d

i�
e

re
n

t 
fr

o
m

•
h

o
w

e
ve

r
•

n
o

t 
o

n
ly

•
a

lth
o

u
g

h
•

b
u

t
•

e
ith

e
r…

o
r

•
in

 c
o

m
m

o
n

•
sim

ila
r t

o

•
a

s 
o

p
p

o
se

d
 t

o
•

c
o

m
p

a
re

d
 w

ith
•

e
ve

n
 t

h
o

u
g

h
•

lik
e

w
ise

•
ye

t

Si
m

ila
rit

ie
s 

a
n

d
 d

i�
e

re
n

c
e

s 
a

re
 p

re
se

n
te

d
 b

e
tw

e
e

n
 t

w
o

 
o

r m
o

re
 t

o
p

ic
s 

o
r c

o
n

c
e

p
ts

C
o

m
p

a
re

 
a

n
d

 C
o

n
tr

a
st

•
b

e
c

a
u

se
•

fo
r t

h
is 

re
a

so
n

•
n

e
ve

rt
h

e
le

ss
•

th
e

re
fo

re

•
a

s 
a

 re
su

lt
•

if…
.t

h
e

n
•

sin
c

e
•

th
is 

le
d

 t
o

•
a

c
c

o
rd

in
g

ly
•

c
o

n
se

q
u

e
n

tly
•

m
a

y 
b

e
 d

u
e

 t
o

•
so

•
th

u
s

C
a

u
se

 
Id

e
a

s,
 e

ve
n

ts
, o

r f
a

c
ts

 a
re

 
p

re
se

n
te

d
 a

s 
c

a
u

se
s 

in
 

c
o

n
ju

n
c

tio
n

 w
ith

 t
h

e
 re

su
lti

n
g

 
o

u
tc

o
m

e
s 

o
r e

�e
c

ts

a
n

d
 E

�e
c

t

Te
xt

 S
tr

u
c

tu
re

Ex
p

la
n

a
tio

n
Si

g
n

a
l W

o
rd

s
G

ra
p

h
ic

 O
rg

a
n

iz
e

rs

C
.0
2
3
.S
S
1
a

T
e
x
t 

S
tr

u
c
tu

re
 R

e
fl
e
c
ti

o
n

c
a
u
se

e
ff
e
c
t

C
a

u
se

 a
n

d
 E

�e
c

t

Ti
tle

:

c
a
u
se

e
ff
e
c
t

c
a
u
se

e
ff
e
c
t

c
a
u
se

e
ff
e
c
t

c
a
u
se

e
ff
e
c
t

N
am

e

2
0

0
7

 T
h
e
 F

lo
r
id

a
 C

e
n
te

r
 f
o

r
 R

e
a
d

in
g
 R

e
s
e
a
rc

h
4

-5
 S

tu
d

e
n
t 

C
e
n
te

r
 A

c
ti

v
it

ie
s
: 
C

o
m

p
re

h
e
n
s
io

n

Text Structure ReflectionC.023.SS1b

sa
m

e

Ti
tle

:
C

o
m

p
a

re
 a

n
d

 C
o

n
tr

a
st

Name

4-5 Student Center Activities: Comprehension 2007 The Florida Center for Reading Research

2
4

6

C.023.SS1f Text Structure Reflection

Ti
tle

:
Se

q
u

e
n

c
e

Name

4-5 Student Center Activities: Comprehension

1

2007 The Florida Center for Reading Research

3
5

to
p

ic
d

e
sc

ri
p

ti
o

n
d

e
sc

ri
p

ti
o

n

d
e
sc

ri
p

ti
o

n
d

e
sc

ri
p

ti
o

n

d
e
sc

ri
p

ti
o

n
d

e
sc

ri
p

ti
o

n

T
e
x
t 

S
tr

u
c
tu

re
 R

e
fl
e
c
ti

o
n

C
.0
2
3
.S
S
1
c

D
e

sc
rip

tio
n

Ti
tle

:

N
am

e

2
0
0
7
 T

h
e
 F

lo
r
id

a
 C

e
n
te

r
 f
o

r
 R

e
a
d

in
g
 R

e
s
e
a
rc

h
4
-5

 S
tu

d
e
n
t 

C
e
n
te

r
 A

c
ti

v
it

ie
s
: 
C

o
m

p
r
e
h
e
n
s
io

n



C. 023 Text Structure ReflectionC. 023 Text Structure Reflection

4-5 Student Center Activities: Comprehension ©2005 The Florida Center for Reading Research and Florida Department of Education (Revised, 2022)

Name

Are there any signal words that give clues about the structure of the text?
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