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K-1 Student Center Activities: Fluency©2005 The Florida Center for Reading Research and Florida Department of Education (Revised, 2021)

Objective
The student will gain speed and accuracy in reading words.

 Materials
	▶ High frequency word cards

Choose 10-15 target words.
Copy two sets.

	▶ Time record student sheet
	▶ Timer (e.g., digital)
	▶ Pencils

Activity
Students match initial sounds of words to letters while playing a timed memory game.
1.	 Provide each student with a set of word cards. Place the timer at the center. Provide the 

students with one time record.
2.	 Working in pairs, students place their word cards face up in a row and start the timer.
3.	 Student one looks at the cards, says a word (e.g., “water”), and student two quickly finds the 

matching word in his row.
4.	 If a match is made, student one picks up both cards, reads them (i.e., “water, water”), and 

places the matching cards in a shared stack. If a match is not made, student one reads another 
word.

5.	 Reverse roles and continue until all cards are matched. Stop the timer and record the time on 
the student sheet.

6.	 Repeat the activity attempting to increase speed and accuracy.
7.	 Continue until student sheet is complete.
8.	 Teacher evaluation

F. 009Words
Fast Match

Extensions and Adaptations
	▶ Use other high frequency words.
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